Reconstruction of portal vein with an autograft of splenic vein.
To re-establish the portal circulation following extensive resection of the portal vein, we interposed an autograft of the splenic vein between the portal and superior mesenteric veins during total pancreatectomy in three patients with cancer of the pancreas. The postoperative course in two patients was uneventful, and patency of the graft was demonstrated angiographically on the 41st and 78th postoperative days, respectively. In the remaining patient an episode of postoperative peritonitis occurred with leakage of the gastrointestinal anastomosis. The patient died on the 78th postoperative day from a massive metastasis to the liver. Autopsy revealed a narrowing of the graft due to technical failure and inflammatory changes, but there was no evidence of cancer invasion. Thus, the autograft of the splenic vein proved useful to bridge the portal vein system.